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CONFIDENTIAL PARIS 28778 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: UNGA, PINS, FR 

SUBJECT: UNGA-LEGAL COMMITTEE-PROTECTION OF DIPLOMATS 
REF: USUN 4499 

1. IN COURSE CONVERSATION ON ANOTHER SUBJECT NOVEMBER 7 
EMBOFF RAISED QUESTION OF CONVENTION ON PROTECTION OF 
DIPLOMATS WITH MUSEAUX OF QUAI LEGAL DIVISION. WE 
SIMPLY NOTED IN PASSING, MORE IN SORROW THAN IN ANGER, 
THAT FRENCH REPRESENTATIVE IN UNGA LEGAL COMMITTEE HAD 
NOW RAISED SO MANY DRAFTING AND SUBSTANTIVE POINTS 
THAT CHANCES OF COMPLETING WORK ON CONVENTION MAY BE 
COMPROMISED. MUSEAUX SAID HE UNDERSTOOD FRENCH 
SUGGESTIONS HAD FOUND NO SUPPORT AND HE THEREFORE 
DOUBTED THAT THEY WOULD REALLY PRESENT INSUPERABLE 
OBSTACLE. AFTER ADMITTING THAT GOF IS SKEPTICAL 

OF UTILITY OF ANY CONVENTION, HE INSISTED THAT FRENCH 
ARE NOT TRYING TO SABOTAGE COMMITTEE S WORK BUT ONLY 
TO GET TEXT WHICH WOULD BE TOTALLY CLEAR AND ACCEPTABLE 
TO PARIS. 

2. COMMENT: EMBASSY AGREES THAT BEST APPROACH TO FRENCH 
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ON THIS ONE WILL BE THROUGH THEIR EC COLLEAGUES. IRWIN 
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